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Drunk teachers charged
Larry Bentley

A GROUP of more than eight teachers have
been charged following an incident in Mel-
moth in which they assaulted a policeman.

The incident occurred on Wednesday evening
when the police found the teachers drinking in
public and asked them to disperse.

The group resisted and started shouting
abuse at the police and assaulted one po-
liceman.

They then went to the police station to lay
charges against the police, but the officers at
the community service centre refused to accept
their statements as they were claimed to be
under the influence.

No provincial ambulance available to assist

Mtunzini accident claims one
Megan Erasmus

A HEAD-ON collision on the
main road into Mtunzini just
before the toll plaza bridge on
Thursday morning claimed one
life and left seven others in-
jured.

But the real tragedy was that
no provincial ambulance ser-
vice was available to respond to
the emergency.

Mtunzini-based doctor Poaul
Zwarts was first alerted to the
accident after one of the injured
patients walked into his doc-
tor’s rooms with a broken arm.

Heading immediately to the
scene of the accident, Zwarts
called the provincial ambu-
lance service, EMRS, and in-
formed them of the situation.

‘All the person on the other
end of the line bluntly said was
that there were no ambulances

available and then put the
phone down in my ear.’

Zwarts then made a call to the
private ambulance services and
proceeded stabilising the pa-

tients with the help of two other
private doctors.

‘Mounties Ambulance ar-
rived first and they helped us
stabilise the patients before

transporting them to Ng-
welezana Hospital.’

Of the initial eight injured in
the accident, three sustained
serious injuries while two were
declared critical, one of whom
later died at the scene.

The impact left both Toyota
Conquests damaged beyond re-
pair, with one missing an en-
gine.

While the private services re-
ceive no payment for their time
and the use of equipment, they
still arrived and helped stabilise
and transport the patients to
hospital, said Zwarts.

‘There was zero interest from
the State medical response ser-
v i c e s ,’

The Zululand Observer at-
tempted to get comment from
EMRS, but no response was
received at the time of going to
print.

Community members arrived to help doctors and
paramedics care for the injured
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Police seize guns
linked to poaching
Angela Kelly

FOUR men suspected to be in-
volved in rhino poaching were
nabbed with their guns and am-
munition near Mtubatuba last
we e k .

The KwaMsane Tactical Re-
sponse Team and Mtubatuba
Vispol officers were patrolling
in Mtubatuba along the St Lucia
road last Tuesday, when they
came across a car with four
suspicious-looking occupants.

‘The police stopped and
searched the vehicle and found
two 303 rifles with ammunition,’
said police spokesman, Captain
Thulani Zwane.

Police arrested the men for

possession of unlicensed
f irearms.

‘They are also suspected to be
involved in rhino poaching in the
area,’ said Capt Zwane.

In a separate incident,
KwaMsane police team arrested
two men in possession of guns
and ammunition on Human
Rights Day.

’The tactival response team
and KwaMsane Crime Preven-
tion officers were looking for an
attempted murder suspect dur-
ing their operation, and they
pounced on two men who were
found with two unlicensed 9mm
pistols and ammunition,’ said
Capt Zwane.

The officers also managed to

trace and arrest a suspect wanted
for attempted murder in the area.
He was also found in possession
of an unlicensed 9mm pistol.

‘The same pistol is believed to
have been used in the shooting
and wounding of his girlfriend,’
he said.

The three men, aged between
20 and 24, were charged with
possession of unlicensed
firearms and ammunition.

The third suspect was charged
with an additional charge of
attempted murder.

Capt Zwane said all the con-
fiscated firearms would be sent
for ballistic tests to determine if
the guns had been used in any
crime.

Body
found
hanging
in tree
Larry Bentley

COMMUTERS travelling to
eShowe along the John Ross
Highway on Friday morning
were shocked to see the
body of a man hanging from
a tree next to the road.

The eShowe SAP respond-
ed to the incident and found
that the elderly man was
already dead.

The police are investigat-
ing the matter, but no foul
play is suspected.

We will be thanking the community for their 
support and organising a fun-day for you, on 

12th May, 2012
  • A fl oat procession though the town 
• The Empangeni High School Band 
• Pizzazz Model: "Little Miss SPCA"

Email us: info@empangenispca.co.za
www.empangenispca.co.za  

Flea market and stalls: Di Cadman: 035 7726515
Floats: Offi ce (Roland) 035 7929129 

SPCA 40th Birthday Bash SPCA 40th Birthday Bash 
12th May12th May  20122012

Business Hours:
Tel: 035 792 9129 / 071 174 4746  
Mon-Fri: 08h00-15h00/Sat: 09h00-12h00
Fax: 035 792 9129 / 086 659 7965  
Closed on Sundays and Public Holidays

We are inviting you to join in the celebrations. 
If you would like to have a stand, stall or 
build and enter a fl oat, please contact us.
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Advert sponsored by

Live Music
• Cake raffl e: Kindly donated 
   by Mandy Nel.....
   to be drawn on the day.

Line dancing 
• Kiddies’ entertainment: Jumping castles 
• Flea market:  Fresh produce, books, 
  crafters stalls, jewellery, make-up, food 
  and drink stalls

VALUE
LODGE
Clean * Safe * Affordable
Rooms from

per dayR89R89
Licensed Bar open till late

7 days a week

54 Maxwell Street, Empangeni
Tel: 035 792 1522

Email: emp@baysidegroup.co.za
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Educating Christian Youth for Excellence

OPEN DAY
The Principal and Staff  of St Catherine’s Empangeni invite all 
interested parents and learners to our Open Day on:

Thursday, 29 March 2012
from 09:00 to 19:00

Principal’s welcome at 18:00 in the school hall.

Applications for 2013 are invited
13 Higgs Road Empangeni

Contact Christa van der Walt
marketing@saintcatherines.co.za

035 772 3041


