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Getting serious
about governing
Conelia Harry

PLANS to eradicate housing backlogs and
drastically improve service delivery are in
motion.

This as KZN MEC for Human Settlements
and Public Works Maggie Govender con-
tinues her department’s campaign in an at-
tempt to unblock housing projects in the
p r ov i n c e .

A District Family Workshop was held at
uThungulu Council Chambers where the
department, together with District Mayor
Thembeka Mnchunu and local municipality
mayors and their management teams dis-
cussed human settlements delivery and out-
lined the way forward to meet the needs of
communities.

Visits have also been made to uMhlathuze
Municipality and eThekwini Municipality.

Govender said the workshop was the be-
ginning of government working together at
all levels to provide services to the com-
m u n i t y.

Planning is set to take centre stage to
position the department moving forward.

Looking at ways to maximise resources and
eradicate backlogs, land utilisation came
under discussion.

Outlining the vision, it was evident that
housing developments would also aid in job
and business development opportunities.

The department is also looking at po-
sitioning itself closer to the local munic-
ipalities to enforce a shared services ap-
proach with officials based in the area.

The MEC made the following recommen-

dations:
• Look at alternate technology as a faster,

more flexible option for building homes;
• Every local municipality must do a land

audit to see what land is available for human
settlements;

• Local municipalities to monitor housing
projects and inform the department whether
contractors are on track;

• Each municipality to compile a needs reg-
ister to help plan and cluster people;

• Work closely with traditional leaders to
combat abuse of the housing process -
consider taking beneficiary lists to Council
for adoption so people can’t cut the queue or
replace original lists at later stages.

KZN MEC for Human Settlement and Public Works, Maggie Govender (centre),
with uThungulu District Mayor Thembeka Mnchunu (right) and local municipal
mayors at the workshop
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Blood pumping drive

P H O TO S :
CONELIA HARRY

The Richards Bay Blood Donor
Centre was buzzing with donors
eager to boost low blood stocks. With
extended hours on Saturday, the
centre’s promotional day was a
resounding success as 69 donors
attended and 64 units of blood were
collected

The Kruger family patiently wait for their turn to donate blood - Joseph, Joe-
Cee, Corli, Kornè and Joseph (Snr)

Blood Donor
Officer Karen
Govender with
Melissa de Waal
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